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In 2008, Hearing Dogs for Deaf People began a two year pilot project to provide Team Hearing Dogs to children, with a moderate, severe or profound hearing impairment. The pilot project was to place twelve Team Hearing Dogs with children and their families. This target has been achieved and the Charity is now looking ahead to make Team Hearing Dogs part of everyday operations at Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. 
Team Hearing Dogs are trained to respond to a number of sounds that are relevant to the child and their family as well as providing companionship and support to the child. 

Results to date are extremely encouraging and thanks to the continued support from Children in Need, we will continue to place Team Hearing Dogs, on a small scale, whilst the formal monitoring, review and evaluation of the pilot project continues. 
Our aim is to place around five dogs with children during the financial year 2011-2012, and we are pleased to announce that we will be including a small number of Southern Counties in our recruitment areas, as well as extending some of the Northern Counties.  We hope that in the following years we will be able to take the programme forward and roll it out to the rest of the country, although this will be kept to low numbers, for the foreseeable future. 
The aim of the pilot project was to look into and evaluate how Team Hearing Dogs impact the lives of the children and families involved. We are particularly focussing on behavioural, emotional and developmental issues linked to deafness in children. This can range hugely from child to child but commonly low self-confidence, anxiety and social withdrawal can be factors associated with hearing loss. Although our research is still underway, early analysis suggests that the Team Hearing Dogs have helped break down social barriers; build confidence and reduce isolation by increasing social interaction and raising confidence and self-esteem for the children. By working with children from a young age we may be able to prevent some of the challenges linked to deafness that they may face in later life. 
Team Hearing Dog, Sam lives with Lauren, 12 and her family. Lauren is severely deaf.  Sam has been trained to alert Lauren to sounds by nudging her with his nose. Simon, Lauren’s Dad explains how Sam can be used to call Lauren from upstairs or elsewhere ‘Sam will quite happily run and alert Lauren if she is in the garden’. When Sam nudges Lauren, she will ask ‘what is it?’ and Sam will lead her back to her parents. 

Sam wakes Lauren in the morning by pulling the duvet off, when her alarm clock rings. Nicola says ‘she loves doing that, because it is independence… she knows she can get herself up in the morning whereas before it was fighting with her and arguing, trying to get her out of bed ready for school… now she just gets up’. 

Team Hearing Dog, Maddy has made a huge difference to Poppy, aged 10. Poppy used to worry about going to bed and used to get up a number of times in the night to make sure that everything was ok. This was unsettling for the whole family. Since having Maddy, she feels much more secure at night and is happy to go to bed and read before settling down to sleep. She is re-assured that Maddy will wake her to a smoke alarm in the night and get her up to her alarm clock in the morning. In Poppy’s words ‘Maddy is the most special dog in the world. She is my best friend and I love her sleeping in my bedroom as I can sleep so much better now’.

Twelve year old Jason is another child who has received a Team Hearing Dog. He and his family have noticed the enormous change that team hearing dog Violet has brought to their whole family. Jason’s mum describes how Jason is happier now he has Violet in his life, “She has given him a lot more independence and companionship. She has brought laughter into the house and now we hear him giggling upstairs when she is with him; he is not lonely anymore.”
Applying for a Team Hearing Dog is a big step for everyone and requires a huge amount of commitment and dedication from all parties involved. Team Hearing Dogs take around 18 months to train – the end result is a highly trained and recognised assistance dog, as well as a loveable and enjoyable companion for all the family. 

To ensure the continued success of Team Hearing Dogs, selection of the families is critical. The current selection criteria for the five dogs we intend to place in the year 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012; are as follows: 

· Child to be aged 7 – 12 years old

· Hearing loss should be severe or profound (children with cochlear implants will be considered)
· Child’s confidence, self esteem, self image & social interaction would benefit

· The family must not have pet dogs
· Applicants must live within catchment area of The Beatrice Wright Training Centre (Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Lancashire, Durham, Staffordshire, Norfolk, Nottingham, Cambridgeshire & Cheshire) or The Grange Training Centre (Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire & Berkshire)
· Team Hearing Dogs do not accompany the child to school, therefore they are the responsibility of the ‘Team Leader’ during the day and must not be left alone regularly for more than 3 hours at a time (part time workers will be considered, individual circumstances to be discussed on application)
If you think that you meet our criteria and would like to find out more about applying for a Team Hearing Dog then please contact:

Steph Botham on 01759 322 269 or email teamdogs@hearingdogs.org.uk
If you do not meet the current criteria but would like to know more about Team Hearing Dogs, please see our website http://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/What+we+do/Our+dogs/Team+hearing+dogs
